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C A L F 0 R N 
Serving the CSUSB camp us for 41 years 
San Bernardino, River side and Ontario ranked the worst for teenage 
car crash fatalities in Califor nia (Melina Perez/Chronicle). 
Crash fatalities 
overshadow IE 
Melina Perez 
Staff Writer \ 
L <ifeless teens atop a gurney wheeled away from disfigured vehi-
cles have become a common scene 
across the Inland Empire, accord-
ing to a study released by Allstate 
Insurance. The 
County experienced 61 teenage fa-
talities in 2007. 
Car crashes are the leading 
cause of death for teens in the US, 
according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, with 
6,000 occurring every year. 
"The reason we are seeing 
such a high number offatal teen car 
crashes is lack 
study examined 
50 of the na-
tion 's largest 
metropolitan 
areas. 
There are 30 of education," 
Riverside CHP 
Officer George 
Foard said. 
"This includes 
four factors: · According 
to the study, San 
fatalities fo r every 
100,000 teenage 
collisions ... 
Bernard ino, 
Riverside and Ontario ranked the 
worst for teenage car crash fatali-
ties in California and 13th nation-
wide. 
For every 1 00,000 teenage col-
lisions, an estimated 30 fatalities 
occurred in the area. 
Riverside and San Bernardino 
peer pressure, 
speed, DUI and 
restraints. At least one of the four 
factors is involved in most teenage 
fatality car crashes." 
Speeding led all causes of car 
crashes, accounting for 34.5 per-
cent of crashes. 
Lack of seat-belt-use followed 
Address www.coyotechro~icle.com 
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$28.8 million to go 
Shantal Anderson 
Staff Writer 
S an Be<rnardino Mayor Patrick Morris joined the fight against the 
Governor's education budget cuts. 
The California Faculty Associ-
ation (CFA), Associated Students 
Incorporated (ASI) and Students for 
Quality Education (SQE) held a 
rally for the Governor's restoration 
of $288 million back into the Cali-
fornia State University (CSU) sys-
tem. 
"What we will try to do is our 
very best if there are budget cuts. 
We'll do our very best to make sure 
the needed classes are offered, but 
there will probably be fewer of 
them offered, there probably will be. 
fewer services and there may be 
larger classes. But we will try our 
very best to make sure no one slips 
in terms to time of graduation. We 
need to make sure the legislators 
also listen in and let them know that 
CSU and higher education is the so-
lution," said Morris. 
There will be I 0,000 fewer stu-
dents in the CSU system next year 
than this year, which is about a 2.5 
percent cut in the number of stu-
dents. According to Morris, the cuts 
will result in fewer college gradu-
ates in the ·future. 
Continued on P..K· 2 
The CFA, ASI and SQE held a r ally for the Governor 's restoration of $288 million back into the Califor-
nia State University (CSU) system (Brian Spears/Chronicle). 
10,:year·plan seeks. affordability 
Felice Deduyo 
Staff Writer 
Wr hile more and more students may not be able to afford 
college, the California State Uni-
versity (CSU) Board of Trustees 
adopted "Access to Excellence, " a 
1 0-year plan fpr academic quality 
and external programs. 
The goal of the plan is to make 
college educa-
them to act by informing their cau~ 
cuses and making decisions that 
support education." 
"Access to Excellence" pur-
ports to be the gate to an ~ffordable 
college education of reasonable 
quality in the CSU system. · 
"Access to Excellence" is an 
attempt to bridge the existing stu-
dent achievement gap and public 
accountability, Roberta Achtenberg, 
Chair of the CSU Board ofTrustees 
said. 
tion affordable. 
The 10-year 
plan builds upon 
the foundation 
. of the "Corner-
stone Initiative" 
adopted in 1998, 
which identifies 
"We want 
affordable ... and 
quality 
education." 
"How 
can students be 
expected to pay 
these yearly fee 
increases. How 
can we continue 
priorities needed to meet the chal-
lenges facing CSU students and 
fa(fulty. 
Nathonas Duro, student organ-
izer for Students for Quality Edu-
cation (SQE), explained this CSU 
effort in her statements:"We want 
affordable, accessible and quality 
education," Duro said, "I want our 
legislators to understand the impact 
budget cuts and fee hikes have on 
the students. I want the legislators 
to hear our cry for help and I want 
to keep up with 
them?" asked 
Duro .. "We are working more than 
one job and going to school full-
time. Some of us have families and 
other expenses to attend to. If it is . 
taking an average of six years to 
. graduate, how will I be able to pay 
the. six years worth of fees? Not 
only that but also books, gas, park-
ing, living expenses, etc." 
"Through 'Access to Excel-
lence', the CSU positioned itself as 
a leader in strengthening public ac-
countability and ensuring that trans-
(Page 4) 
parency translates into greater stu-
dent learning and informed con-
stituencies," Achtenberg said. 
"This is not a plan in theory, 
but one crafted through an extraor-
dinary consensus process and one 
that will guide our decision making 
to meet the challenges of the fu-
ture,." Achtenberg added. 
Access to Excellence names 
three major priorities for the sys-
tem. First, increasing student access 
and success. Second, meeting the 
state's need for economic and civic 
development needs. Lastly, sustain-
ing institutional excellence through 
investments in CSU members.. 
The goal of "Access to Excellence" is to make college education af-
fordable (Felice Deduyo/Chro~icle). ' 
.. --·---~-,,> 
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2008-09 ASI officers set goals 
Dafne Solano 
Staff Writer 
· nance, Johnathan Billinger, gave She hopes to improve market-
W 1th the school year coming to a close, the newly elected 2008-2009 Associated Stu-
dents Incorporated (ASI) officials have 
big plans for the future at CSUSB. 
details about his position and ob- ing and advertisement of ASI 
jectives for his term of office. events and to conduct surveys to get 
"l plan on maki~g all clubs and student opinion on events they'd be 
organizations aware about the Club excited to see. 
Allocation Budget (CAB) funding "It's going to be a great year 
process and the benefit of receiving for ASI. We've all known each 
funding for their programs. As of other for a while and we communi-
now, a little over half of the clubs cate very effectively, I know we 
and organizations on campus do not will work well together," said 
use CAB funding which is a re- Madrigal. 
According to ASI's mission 
statement, they are the recognized 
voice of CSUSB students. 
·Natalia Carvajal who decided to re- source that should be taken advan- Palm Desert's newly elected 
move herself from the race. . tage of," said Billinger. vice president, David Pomeroy will 
ASI attempts to represent the 
interests, needs and concerns of the 
16,500 students to the CSUSB ad-
ministration, faculty and staff. 
· ASI includes the Board of Di-
rectors, the Finance Committee, the 
Club Allocation ·committee, the 
Activities Committee and the 
elected executives of ASI. 
Jeremy Vasquez, the newly 
elected ASI President was unavail-
able to comment regarding his ASI 
victory. 
The position of Executive Vice 
President will be filled by Tyree 
Vance who was scheduled to com-
pete in a run-off election against 
The battle for Executive Vice 
President was initially too close to 
call. 
The ASI Elections Board de-
cided that a run-off election would 
be t4e only way to determine the 
final outcome. 
Tyree is now gearing up for a 
year of dedicated service to CSUSB 
students. 
"My hopes are to enrich our 
campus and the surrounding com-
munity. I hope to see campus spirit 
increase and for students to gather 
as a unified voice to take on battles 
against budget cuts and other prob-
lems that affect us all," said Vance. 
The new vice president of fi-
ni€le 
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ASI has big plans 
for the 2008-09 
school year. 
be in charge of the club allocation 
budget, chairing the advisory com-
mittee, and interfacing the voice of 
the students with the faculty and 
staff. 
ln an outgoing message for the 
newly elected officials, Anthony 
Conley gave his words of advice 
The rally gave students the opportunity to sign up for the "Alliance 
for the CSU" (Shan tal Anderson/Chronicle). 
for success. · 
In regards to Billinger's vision 
for CSUSB's image in the upcom- . 
ing year, he anticipates this campus 
will be viewed and respected as a 
force to be reckoned with for our 
"Having the ability to really 
listen to those you represent and 
those you work with will truly 
allow you to become a better per-
son and achieve your goals," said 
(;onley. 
Continued: 
Students rally 
thriving campus pride. 
J~ssica Madrigal will be the 
1\ew vice president of university af-
fairs. 
"Comments have been made ing the CSU is so critical. 
··' 
ASI hopes to achieve the 
above mentioned and more in order 
to serve CSUSB student needs. 
before about the type of people who "The CSU really is the oppor-
win their way out of the university tunity for the future for many stu-
whether they're nurses, or police dents and the economy," said 
officers or almost every major field Morris. 
False alarm 
Felice Deduyo 
Staff Writer 
~ " 
of contribution including business ASI president, Anthony Con-
leaders. But what's really key is ley, said higher education is very 
that increasingly we have higher important for students now and in 
education in the state of Califor- the future and appreciated the 
nia," said Morris . mayor taking time out of his day to 
Fire alarms were accidentally 
set off Thursday May 22 in Univer-
sity Hall (UH), causing an emer-
gency building evacuation. 
Morris mentioned that if there come and support the students and 
were to be an absence of higher ed- higher education. 
ucation in California, not only ''Not too many state legislators 
would California have future come out and do that for us. And 
' "It was not a fire drill," Linda 
Sand, Communications Studies De-
partment secretary said. 
budget deficits, but it would have 
an economy that is much less com-
petitive. 
The drill was not planned. 
Hundreds of students and fac-
ulty were forced to leave class for a 
period of 30 minutes. 
Morris called on students to be 
involved, vote, directly communi-
cate with legislators and make sure 
delegations continue to visit with 
legislators to understand whr fund-
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·he's one of the only few that came 
out today and supported us. He's 
beelt helping CSUSB for many 
years, and is still doing it this year 
as far as t.he budget cuts," said Con-
ley. 
CFA, ASI and SQE gave stu-
dents the opportunity to join the Al-
liance for the CSU, an organization 
that unites all 23 CSU campuses in 
the fight against budget cuts. 
SQE organized a calling ses-
sion where students had the oppor-
tunity to call their state legislators 
like Assembly Member Amina 
Carter. 
When students ·called, they 
were directed to the Legislative As-
sistant's voice mail and would then 
leave a message urging legislators 
to support the students a.nd stop the 
Governor from cutting education in 
his final budget plan. 
Continued: 
Teenage 
deaths 
with 19.5 percent, the study re-
ported. 
Gender and time of year fac-
tored into the probability of fatal 
car crashes as well. 
California males experienced 
71 percent of fatal car crashes, 
whereas females suffered 29. per-
cent. 
With the end of the school year 
approaching, summer months ex-
perience the most fatal car acci-
dents, with July having the.highest 
fatalities. 
Although the Inland Empire 
has seen a 25 percent decline in 
teenage car crash fatalities in the 
past four years, it still had the most 
teen crashes. · 
According to Foard, the safety 
program "Start Smart" gets credit 
for the reduced number of teenage 
car crash fatalities in recent years. 
The CHP program is an educa-
tional tool used to promote driver 
safety for new and future licensed 
teenage drivers and their parents, 
according to the CHP. 
"We talk about the issues that 
are really going on for young driv-
ers. and not just those things that 
people hear on T.V.," Foard said. 
Other safety campaigns in-
clude the Click It or Ticket program 
and DUI checkpoints. 
Proper driving education ap-
pears to be the most vital factor for 
ensuring teenage drivers ' safety, ac-
cording to Foard. 
MAY 27,2008 
SUPB members outside the luau, held in the Santos Manuel Student Union Events Center and drew 
about 500 CSUSB students, staff and faculty in attendance (Daniel Aguilar/Chronicle). 
Program Board-sponsored 
luau draws big attendance 
Daniel Aguilar 
Staff Writer 
H ula skirts and leis at-tracted about 500 stu-~ . _ dents to the Student 
Union Program Board's (SUPB) 
Luau on Wed., May 2 ~ from 8 p.m. 
to midnight. 
"Seeing a line of students wait-
ing to come to our event was some-
thi:p.g I wasn't expecting," said 
SUPB member Angela Gallegos. "I 
got very excited to see so many stu-
dents come out and participate." 
"They promoted fun without 
alcohol and it attracted a lot of peo-
ple," said CSUSB student Leo Bar-
rios. "I had fun hanging arolJild 
friends and dancing with them." 
"This is the best event SUPB 
has put together, it was very in-
formative. I learned how to hula 
dance," said Luticia Cabe of Delta 
Sigma Chi. "It's good to see the stu-
dents come out and have a good 
time." 
SUPB members welcomed 
students and faculty to the everit by 
pla~ing leis on their necks. 
The luau had a large dance 
floor in the center of the Santos 
Manuel Student Union Events Cen~ 
ter. Each side of the room had ta-
bles decorated in a Hawaiian style. 
In the left and right comers of the 
room, a variety of Hawaiian food 
was served. 
After everyone had finished 
their meals, the Polynesian Enter-
tainment Company, located in 
Riverside, came to perform a vari-
ety of cultural dances for the audi-
ence. 
" I enjoyed performing for the 
· students," said Ally ark, who has 
been dancing for six years. "The 
student body here at CSUSB has 
tons of energy." 
After the live performanc~s, 
DJ Pleaze turned up the music, as 
the room became dark and flashing . 
lights could be seen everywhere. 
"DJ Pleaze was great, he 
played multiple eras of music and 
if you request a song, he will play 
it," said Delta. Sigma Chi member 
Jennifer Hill. "I wish I came here 
right when it started because the 
·f9od smelled good." 
Although dancing was the 
luau's main event, the SUPB pro-
vided students with hula hoops, 
giant beach balls and limbo, 'which 
many people participated in. 
In addition, gift certificates to 
Dave & Busters, Applebee's and 
Best Buy were raffled throughout 
the night. 
"We plan these events for the 
students and seeing all the students 
come out and enjoy themselves is 
worth all the hard work," sai~ 
SUPB member Nancy Farias. 
SUPB member Jessica Na-varro 
(Daniel Aguilar/Chronicle). 
Sigma Nu auction raises 
money for new homes 
Viry Esquivel 
Staff Writer 
n average, · the 
CSUSB Greek com-
munity donates thou-
sands of dollars a year to a good 
cause. 
On Tues., May 22, the gentle-
men of Sigma Nu put on their an-
nual " Bid-a-Nu" fundraising 
auction. 
The auction took place in the 
Santos Manuel Student Union The-
ater from 8:30-10:30 p.m. 
The gentlemen invited the 
ladies of Alpha Delta Pi, Alpha Phi, 
Kappa Delta, Zeta T\J.u Alpha and 
' any other girls from campus to 
come out and buy a Sigma Nu. 
"I love and give my support 
I 00 percent to the gentlemen. of 
Sigma, Nu," said Alpha Delta Pi 
member Lizzie Saldana. "They did 
a fabulous job and raised a lot of 
money. Bid-a-Nu was a huge suc-
cess." 
The event was hosted by Lucio 
Alvarado, one of the brothers of 
Sigma Nu. Alvarado's hype and en-
thusiasm helped the event run 
smoothly according to those at the 
event. 
Each participating member of 
Sigma Nu would go up o~ stage 
during the auction with a song of 
their choice playing in the back-
ground, as ladies would eagerly 
raise the stakes for each and every 
The gentleman of Sigma Nu, who were auctioned off to raise over 
$3,000 for Habitat for Humanity (Viry Esquivel/Chronicle). 
single one of the boys. 
The bidding started at $15 and 
ranged all the way to Rene Tovar 
who was sold for $325. 
In less than two hours, the gen-
tlemen of Sigma Nu raised over 
$3,000 for the charity, Habitat for 
Humanity, as 42 members were 
auctioned off. · 
Dates with those purchased 
varied from a trip to a club to a date 
on a hot air balloon. 
"We definitely accomplished 
our goal by helping out the com-
munity with our Bid-a-Nu event," 
said Matt Johnson, member of 
Sigma Nu .fraternity. "As Sigma 
Nus, we went up there and did what 
we had to do and at the same time 
we helped raise so much money." 
"We, Sigma Nu, do a lot for 
others and for our community," said 
member Carlos Chavez. "We are 
the only ones who could have 
raised that much money in such lit-
tle amount of time. It feels great to 
be a Sigma Nu." 
The gentlemen of Sigma Nu 
not only brought together the Greek 
community, but also the CSUSB 
community to help raised money to 
help build homes for those in need. 
" [This was] the first time that I 
attended any kind of fraternity auc-
tion. It was a memorable one;" said 
Seta Tau Alpha's Alyssa Cortez. "I 
spent quality time with my sisters 
as we were buying dates with the 
gentlemen of Sigma Nu. It was a 
very fun event and it feels great to 
know that all the money raised is 
going to a good cause." 
e s 
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Silly String SJ)ring Fling ~ 
gives students fun, prizeS 
. . 
Daniel Aguilar 
Staff Writer 
0 ne CSUSB student didn't feel silly enough to play, but he 
side a pool in the middle of the li-
brary lawn. 
The pool containing the cap-
sules was guarded by Coyote Radio 
staff members who were armed 
with cans of silly string. 
events like. this." 
"We like to see the students 
have fun, school doesn 't always 
have to be 'serious," said Erik 
Hunter, a Coyote Radio staff mem-
ber. 
sure got a payoff. 
"Someone convinced , me to 
play, I had no idea what this· event 
was about but it was a lot of fun," 
said Luca Gonzales, winner of a 
hand-crafted $2,500 custom 
acoustic guitar. 
Participants were given a_ 
brown bag that contained a can of 
silly string, then they were line up 
around the square perimeter and 
wait for the referee's signal. 
Once the whistle is blown, the 
parti~ipants have one minute to fill 
their bags with as many capsules as 
possible, wltile using the silly string 
as a distraction. 
"I hope that the people notice 
that we can have fun events like .. ·'· 
this. We want other clubs and or-.. 1 
ganizations to partiCipate," said . 
Coyote Radio's promotions coordi-''" 
nator Jacob Poore. "It 's really ex-" ' 
citing and events like this bring the'": 
The Coyote Radio sponsored 
its first annual Silly String Spring 
Fling on the library lawn Tues., · 
May 20 at 2 p.m. 
Tickets for the event were 
available to anyone interested for 
$5 from Coyote Radio, and all the 
proceeds went to the Ronald Mc-
Donald House. 
·Coyote Radio rose over $1'50 
and accepted d~nations throughout 
the event. 
"We help provide a place for 
the parents of children that are· in 
hospitals, to help keep the family 
together so that a mother'~an be 
next to her child," sailli Karen Vari 
Hom, event manager for Lorna 
Linda Ronald McDonald House. 
"The Coyote Radio wants to make 
a difference and this is a fun and 
funny event that allows them to do 
that." 
Up to 35 CSUSB students par-
ticipated in the silly string event, 
which resulted in attracting many 
onlookers. 
The object of the game was to 
grab as many of the over 1 ,000 cap-
sules plastic capsules as possible, 
each containing a raffle ticket, in-
The game continued until all 
the capsules are gone. 
Some capsules contained 
white tickets which served as de-
coys, while capsules with pink tick-
~ts had a prize value. 
Afterwards, participants lined 
up l!.t the Coyote Radio booth and 
waited to ·redeem their prizes which 
included a variety of Coyote Radio 
gear. 
A handcrafted acoustic guitar, 
which was made by Richard Allan 
Brooks, father of Coyote Radio 
staff member Megan Brooks, 
served as the grand prize of the 
event. 
"It took three months to make 
the guitar from scratch. My fa~her 
has been doing this for a very long 
time," Brooks said. 
"This is an overall fun event 
that brought a mixture cultures, fac-
ulty, staff, and students," said 
Matthew Johnson, a member of 
Sigma Nu. "Coyote Radio did a 
great job on planning this event and 
1 like to see and participate in 
student body together." 
Delta Sigma Phi member Luca 
Gonzales, who won a $2,500 
handcrafted custom guitar 
(Daniel Aguilar/Chronicle). 
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:Indoor air pollution 
Elva Casas ' sources such as copying machines, air pressure is less than the pressure 
Staf!Writer electrical and telephone cables, of gases in the soil, according to 
mold and microbe-harboring air studies by the EPA and the National 
conditioning systems and ducts, Research Council. T oxic chemicals found in the air of almost every American home 
are three times more likely to cause 
some type of cancer than outdoor 
aii pollutants, according to the En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
(J;:PA). 
The EPA has found that the air 
in some office buildings is 1 00 
times more polluted than the air 
outside. 
Poor ventilation causes about 
half of indoor air pollution prob-
lems. 
cigarette smoke, carpet, paint, vinyl Indoor air will be healthier 
molding and building materials and than outdoor air if you use an en-
furniture that emit air pollutants ergy recovery ventilator to provide 
such as fonnaldehyde. a consistent supply of fresh filtered 
A major indoor air pollutant is air and then seal air leaks in the 
radon-222, a colorless, odorless, shell of your home, according to 
tasteless, naturally occurring ra- healthandenergy.com. 
dioactive gas produced by the The primary air pollutants 
decay ofura~um-238. found in most urban areas' are car-
Exposure to radon is second bon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, 
only to smoking as a cause of lung sulfur oxides, hydrocarbons and 
cancer, according to healthanden- particulate matter .(solids and liq-
.ergy.com. uids in the air). 
Radon enters through pores These pollutants are dispersed 
The rest come from pecific and cracks ill concrete when indoor throughout the world's atmosphere 
in concentrations high enough to 
gradually cause serious health prob-
lems. 
The two main sources of pol-
lutants are transportation and fuel 
combustion in stationary sources. 
Motor vehicles produce high 
levels of carbon monoxides and a 
major source of hydrocarbons and 
nitrogen oxides. . 
Carbon monoxide reacts very 
rapidly with hemoglobin in the 
blood, preventing uptake and trans-
port of oxygen. 
Because carbon monoxide 
readily and firmly attaches to he-
moglobin, it stays in the blood for a 
relatively long time. 
At high levels of carbon 
monoxide exposure, impaired de-
livery of oxygen to the central nerv-
ous system can reduce the ability to 
respond quickly to external stimuli. 
Some office buildings are 100 times more polluted than air outside. 
(Courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org). 
After exposures that convert 5 
percent to 10 percent. of the circu-
lating hemoglobin to carboxyhe-
moglobin. 
The ability to recognize and 
1723 S. E Street 
San Bernardino, CA 92408 
(909) 888-8208 
E Street Self Storage is a new state-of-the art 
storage center in San Bernardino. This facility 
is· ahead,of the times by utilizing Solar Power. 
We promote green consciousness and hope 
to inspire more bustnesses to do the same. 
We offer a variety of sizes, state-of-the-art 
. security and a friendly, knowledgeable staff 
that is always available to answer your 
questions. E Street Self Storage cares about 
you, your storage needs, our environment 
and the future of our planet. 
• Opel 1 Days A Week 
• Coded Gate Ac~ess 
• PersOHI & lusineu Storage 
• 24-Hour Video Sumin,. 
• lltdm.,llr'AI"rnted ulils 
• QiiJJIIIe Colllrolled Units 
DotumedShteilding Ar11ilable 
~. w;, Supplies 
AI MOif! 
Call Today! 
(909) 888-8208 
ce 
MAY 27,2008 
"" t Think you can escape air pollution by going indoor, think again. Indoor air pollutant is the second lead-
ing cause of lung cancer (Courtesy of activeset.org). 
react to flashes of light in a test sys-
tem are reduced. 
At 10 percent to 30 percent, 
nausea, headaches, unconscious-
ness and death can result. 
Air pollution can irritate the 
eyes, throat and lungs. Burning 
eyes, cough and chest tightness are 
common with exposure to high lev-
els of air pollution. 
According to familydoctor.org. 
Ozone is one of the most im- chemical energy. 
portant air pollutants affecting When this happens in bi.ologi-
human health in regions like South- cal systems, such as the respiratory 
em California. 1 tract, this energy can cause damage 
Ozone is a molecule built of to 'sensitive tissues in the upper and 
'three atoms of oxygen linked to- lo,..,er airways. 
gether ill a very en.ergetic combina- The ozone levels in the San 
tion. Bernardino Mountains are highest 
When ozone comes into con-
tact with a surface, it rapidly re-
leases this extra force in the form of 
in the summer and fall and peak in 
the late afternoon, according to 
aqmd.gov. 
Danger of plaStic bottles 
A chemical has been found in baby plastic bottles that might be dangerous to babies who drink from 
them (Courtesy of showroom411.com). 
Maria Macias 
Staff Writer 
A chemical us·ed ill plas-tic bottles, may inter-fere with reproductive 
organs and children's brain devel-
opment, according to a recently re-
leased study from the National 
Institute of Health's Toxicology De-
partment. 
Bisphenol A, also known as 
BPA, is a chemical that is used in 
the production of polycarbate plas-
tic and epoxy resins. 
Used in everyday items, BPA 
can be found in water bottles, baby 
bottles and plastic food containers. 
Epoxy res.ins are used in the lining 
of metal products such as food cans, 
bottle tops and water pipes. 
The study contradicts a No-
vember report from the Federal 
Food and Drug Administration. 
The Certters ofDisease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) found BPA 
is excreted in 95 percent of Ameri-
cans' urine. 
Previously reported to be com-
pletely safe, it was found that the 
chemical acts as an estrogen-like 
hormone. 
The FDA stated that there is no 
significant linkage between possi-
ble prostate and breast problems 
and that BPA levels are well below 
Take back the night 
Michelle Villeral 
Staf!Writer 
ake Back The Night is 
an organization that 
allow women who 
have been violated to protect them-
selves and gain back their power. 
The Santos Manuel Student 
Union held their yearly event on 
May 21 from 12-2:00 p.m. Take 
bac~ the night began ill the 1800s 
when women could not walk the 
streets of London without having a 
violent crime committed against 
them. These violent acts against 
women lead to rallying. · 
This undeniably, has had a 
huge impact throughout the trails of 
history. 
Inspiring many to birth their 
very own organizations with hopes 
the recommended level. 
However,Democrats are de-
manding more independent re-
search be done on the effect of this 
chemical compound, according to 
the L.A. Times. 
In Sacramento, Senator Carole 
Midge's bill will ban BPA used in 
"all products designed or intended 
for use on or around children." 
New York Senator Charles 
Schumer is pushing legislation· to 
ban BPA in all toys for children 
under 7 years-old. 
Major retail stores, such as 
Wal-Mart, have taken steps to re-
move BPA containing products 
from their stores . 
of stopping and prohibiting violent 
acts against women. 
This year's event incorporated 
music, poetry, clothing and food to 
encourage students to come out and 
gain information. Over 100 stu-
dents participated and supported 
the event. 
Take back the night histori-
cally found itself knowing the im-
portance of speaking out against 
violence, understanding there is 
power in taking a stand when vio-
lence occurs. 
1 -
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Cook:. no cut cookie 
I 
David Cook is the new American Idol (Courtesy ofwww.ameri-
canidol.com). 
Melanie Hunter 
Assistant A&E Editor 
D avid "Cookie" Cook, the latest Idol, doesn't fit the show's stan-
dard sugary sweet catalog of win-
ners. 
According to Billboard maga-
zine, Cook earned 56 percent of the 
record 97.5 million votes cast 
As host Ryan Seacrest an-
nounced him the winner, Cook was 
brought to tears claiming, "I'm at 
an absolute Joss for words right 
now." 
At the end of the show, Cook 
sang the Idol songwriting competi-
tion theme, "Time of My Life," fit-
ting with the show's overbearing 
positive messages throughout the 
night. · 
FOX networks didn't forget to 
continuously plug the dance ver-
sion of American Idol , So You 
Think You Can Dance, by using 
some of the dancers to perform 
with the singers in the show. 
American Idol executive pro-
ducer, Nigel Lythgoe, produces and 
judges on the dance show. 
Ryan Seacrest also made his 
break-dancing debut. 
Despite the heavy product 
placement, shameless movie plugs 
and cheesy dancing from Paula 
Abdul, there ~ere guest perform-
ances from prominent musicians 
and the top 12 finalists . 
Third place finalist, Syesha 
Mercado, joined the stage with 
Seal, and Cook joined ZZ Top on 
"Sharp Dressed Man." 
Archuleta performed "Apolo-
gize" with OneRepublic. 
Donna Summer joined the 
stage with the top six female final-
ists, who showed more stage pres-
ence and charisma than she did. 
Bryan Adams performed two songs 
with the top six male finalists. 
The highlights of the show 
were guest appearances from for-
mer "Idols" Carrie Underwood and 
Jordin Spark~ 'who each performed 
songs from their albums. 
Underwood performed her lat-
est, "Last Name," proving that the 
reality show has managed to actu-
ally churn out chart toppers with 
talent. 
Unfortunately, Sparks' man-
agement didn't feel the need to pro-
mote her hits, ''Tattoo" or "No Air" . 
· Instead she performed "One 
Step At A Time," to coincide with 
the sugar coated show. 
Season three winner Fantasia 
Barrino also showed up with her 
fire engine red hair. 
"Time of My Life" by Cook 
quickly became the number one 
song on iTunes the day after th~ fi-
nale aired, and Cook earned' him-
self a record deal with Sony BMG. 
Archuleta was picked up by 
Jive Records, _which is also under 
the Sony BMG umbrel la. 
Cook and Archuleta will join 
the rest of the top I 0 contestants on 
the "Idols Live" tour this summer. 
Scarlett Johansson the singer? 
Ken Dillard tuse production by TV on the 
Copy Editor Radio's David Sitek. 
S carlett Johansson isn't trying to prove to the world that she can sing 
as well as she can act 
"Anywhere I Lay My Head," a 
collection ofTom Waits covers (and 
one original), comes off as more of 
an affectionate tribute to a legend 
than a 'look-at-me' foray into music 
by the talented actress. 
Unfortunately, thanks to unac-
cessible production and a general 
lack of emotion, the record falls 
well short of it's mark. 
Johansson deserves kudos for 
not attempting to parlay her well-
deserved successes on the silver 
screen into a mega-bucks pop 
record like other Hollywood stars 
have' done. 
"Anywhere I Lay My Head" 
definitely reaches for an artistic 
ideal well beyond the goals of any 
David Hasselhoff, Lindsay Lohan 
or Jamie Foxx album. 
The record runs into trouble 
with the limitations of Johansson's 
Sitek claims he was shooting 
for a "Tinkerbell on cough syrup" 
sound, and that's exactly what every 
song on the record displays. 
Chimes and music boxes tinkle 
above a few tracks and every sylla-
ble of Johansson's smooth alto is 
layered with echo. 
Sitek's production regularly 
falls into the same mistakes. Every 
song seems to occupy the exact 
same head-space. 
Sparse percussion languishes 
below clashing layers of distorted 
wind instruments and drunken 
p\ano. Too often, the background 
dominates the vocals. 
The album feels too much 
about the production and not 
enough about the singer. This is 
good and bad. 
Johansson's vocals are pleasing 
enough. 
She can carry a tune and her 
voice has a classic smokiness that 
meshes well with the production 
scheme on paper. 
On the record, however, she 
sings with absolutely no emotion. 
Every line is delivered flat and way 
too low in the mix. 
The first single, "Falling 
Down," ·shows the only hints of at-
titude on the a!6um, an edgier qual-
ity creeps ~to the margins of 
Johans_~on's voice and we f.eel 
something real there. 
Too bad it's so fleeting: 
On "Who Are You," the din of 
backup singers and swirling am-
biance drown out Johansson's deli-
.cate crooning. 
"I Wish I W<1s In New Orleans" 
and "Town With No Cheer" feel 
. completely detached. 
Who is this singing Tom Waits' 
melancholic laments? 
Johansson just can't sell the an-
guish that is so evident in Waits' 
growl. 
At best, "Anywhere I Lay My 
Head" falls just short of a legitimate 
exploration of a legend's back-cata-
log. 
At worst, Scarlett Johansson 
just doesn't have the chop·s to carry 
the overly-ambitious record. 
Eitl'ler way, the album will do 
little more than satisfy your curios-
ity.· 
Scarlett Johansson's "Anywhere I Lay My Head" is the movie star's debut album and is available in 
stores now (Courtesy of www.scarlettjobansson.us). 
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From left to right: Dustin Milligan, Anna Lynne McCord, Jessica Walter, ~henae Grimes, Trisfan Wilds, 
Lori Loughlin, Ryan Eggold, Jessica Stroup and M ichael Steger (Courtesy ofwww.CWtv.com). 
TV g·ets 9021 0 again: 
Victoria Garcia 
Staff Writer 
B everly Hills 90210 is back. A pilot for an 
-untitled spin-off was 
released on March 19, 2008 on the 
cw. 
Rob Thomas, creator of 
"Veronica Mars," is writing the new 
series. 
Similar to the original 
"9021 o;· the show will revolve 
around a family who recently 
moved from the Midwest-t6 Bev-
erly Hills with two teen kids, a boy · 
· and girl, who will Jesemble the 
original series' Brenda and Bran-
don. 
Rob Estes, who played Kyle 
McBride on "Melrose Place," has 
signed to star in 'the new series. 
Estes will play the father, 
Harry Mills, who is the principal of 
West Beverly High and is a former 
1980s student of the school. 
Estes' character takes care of 
his aging alcoholic mother, Tabitha, 
who is played by Jessica Walter. 
Joining him is his wife, Celia, a 
former Olympic medalist, biologi-
cal daughter Annie and adopted son 
Dixon. 
A trailer of the show which has 
been receiving .positive fee;dback 
from internet blogs features inter-
views with some of the principal 
cast members, including Lori 
Laughlin and Jessica Walter. 
"We're confident that the new 
'9021 0' will be the most buzzed-
about series of any this fall," said 
CW Entertainment President Dawn 
Ostroff. 
In an interview before the pres-
entation, Ostroff said the plan is for 
original "902 1 0" characters to be 
popping in for a visit on the spin-
off. 
"We've been speaking to most 
original cast members, and they're 
interested in one way or another," 
said Ostroff. 
Beverly Hills, 90210 was a 
prime-time drama series that began • 
on October 4, 1990, and lasted until 
May 17, 2000, on FOX. 
The show followed the lives of 
a group of teenagers living in the 
g litzy community of Beverly Hills 
and attending West Beverly Hills 
High School. 
The show, fashioned by Darren 
Star and produced by Aaron 
Spelling and Spelling Television, 
addressed many issues like date 
rape, alcoholism, domestic vio-
lence, gay rights, drug abu~@, 
teenage suicide, AIDS and teenage 
pregnancy. 
The show gained popularity 
during the summer of 1991. View-
ership increased dramatically and 
the cast members, particularly 
Jason Priestley and Luke Perry, be-
came teen idols. 
The original cast of the show 
"Beverly Hills 90210" (Courtesy 
of www.ew.com). 
Do you hold a college tkgree! 
Complete your teaching credential in as little as 9 mon.thlj Qr 
be a paid intern teacher while you complete the program. 
Call us today 
(909) 537-5603 
Prograffis are 
accredited at 
national and 
tate levels 
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~tate Court says 'I do' 
Gabrielle Mays 
Staff Writer 
ay coup1es wi11 legally be able 
to get married h.l California 
beginning June 16. The Gali-
fornia Supreme Court has overturned the 
law against gay marriage, 
, The 4-3 decision ruled that the 
{ormer proposition against gay mar-
l).age was unconstitutional 
and lacked equal rights 
for gay couples. 
' This is not the 
first time California 
lias lead the way 
Some expect the 
. measure to appear 
on the upcoming 
November ballot. 
' for change. In 1948, it became the 
first state to allow interracial mar-
riage. 
"I have mixed feelings because 
it's their life but I guess I'm 
pretty much against it be-
cause I'm Christian. It will 
all just go down hill from 
here," s~id sophomore Keasha 
Bell. 
California previously per-
mitted domestic-partner 
registration which al-
lowed same-sex 
couples to state 
rights like in-
heritance and 
income 
tax. 
"They should be able to get mar-
ried. It's their choice and we 
shouldn't be forced to choose what 
i~ right for them," said Andrew 
Hernandez. 
Talk show host Ellen De-
Generes announced last week on 
her show that she and long time 
girlfriend Portia de Rossi are get-
ting married in June. 
Celebrity couple Brad Pitt and 
Angelina Jolie vowed never to get 
married until every state approves 
gay marriage. 
"This is · not a good law be-
cause the state is supporting some-
thing that should be kept 
traditional," said Tobi Babalola. · 
"It's their choice and it's not 
affecting anyone, so. why should 
people care? 1 think that we should 
just let people be happy," said In-
grid Oprea. · 
Supporters of the California 
Marriage Protection Act have pro-
posed an amendment to the consti-
tution against gay marriage. 
They expect the measure to ap-
pear on the upcoming November 
ballot. 
"Everyone should have the 
right to a legal union. Gay couples 
should have the choice to marry and 
later start a family,:' said student 
Tess Sheets. 
"I'm Catholic and marriage 
should be between a man and a 
woman. If they do dt:lcide to get 
married, it should be called a civil 
union instead of marriage be-
cause the word marriage is only 
for men and women," said Senior 
Matt Smith 
This law was still not recog-
nized on the federal level. For more 
information, visit the Pride Center 
in Santos Manuel Student Union. 
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Nigerian Student Association President holds the club's first meeting (Andrea Put-
nam/Chronicle). 
Students all about diversity 
Andrea Putnam 
Staff Writer 
T aking their_ firs: step as an orgamzat10n on CSUSB, the Nigerian 
Student Association gathered · to-
gether for the very first ,.time on 
Tuesday, May 20. , / 
With a turnout,&f arpund 20 
people, the organiza'tion's president 
began the meeting with an open dis-
cussion regarding Nigerian culture. 
Sign-up sheets were passed 
around the room for upcoming 
events, including· a dance perform-
anpe and a culture show. Nigeria, 
officially known as the Federal Re-
public ofNigeria, is located in West 
Africa and comprises 36 states. 
The group's board members 
informed the attendees that their in-
tentions are to be active in commu-
nity service. Their ideas for com-
munity service include community 
clean-ups, public speaking at high 
schools and mentoring. 
"I wanted to come out and sup-
port, plus to learn more about the 
culture," said third year student 
Ruth Washington. 
According to the 
board members, no 
experience is 
needed. 
Th.e organization has begun 
planning their very first event that 
will be taking place here on cam-
pus. The event will be a dance per-
formance. 
This is scheduled to be towards 
the end of the year. 
The group has begun taking 
signatures from those willing to 
participate in the event as dancers. 
According to the board mem-
bers, no experience is needed. All ' 
the participants will be trained in 
traditional Nigerian dance. 
The board members have al- I 
lowed the new members of the or- : 
ganization to create a logo for the 1 
group that will be with the organi- ' 
zation for years to come. , , 
The,group also plans to attend ' 
the Annual Nigerian Reunion in 
L.A. The full day event includes 
numerous things to do and enjoy. 
There will be music perform-
1 ances, fashion show and other visu- . 
al~all from Nigerian artists. 
More information concerning 
the Nigerian Student Association 
will be available at the group's next 
meeting on Tues., June 3, at 6 p .m. I 
in SMSU-210/211. 
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Are hikes th·at bad·? 
Lauren Padia 
Staff Writer 
T uition costs are going up. Get over it. 
The California State University 
Board of Trustees met Wed., May 
14 and voted to increase CSU tu-
ition costs by l 0 percent for the 
2008-2009 academic year. 
The vote passed 15 to 3. 
The increases are expected to 
bring in an estimated $110 million 
to the state to help offset budget 
cuts. 
So what does this mean for stu-
dents? 
Undergraduate students ~ill 
pay $276 more and $342 more for 
graduate students, per year. 
This may sound like a lot, but 
think of the amount you pay for 
textbooks each quarter. · 
· It's not unheard of to pay $500 
for five paperback textbooks in one 
quarter. 
Consider the $276 increase as 
two and a half extra textbooks in 
the fall. 
Right now, full-time tuition 
costs about $1,230 per quarter, or 
approximately $3,690 a year. · 
After the increase, the yearly 
tuition costs will be increased to 
roughly $3,966. 
This is an obvious difference, 
but so minimal that by fall it prob-
ably won't even mean the differ-
ence of two tanks of gas for some 
Get ready to takeout more student loans because tuition is going to 
increase in the fall (Courtesy of caglecartoons.com). 
people. 
If you break it down it aver-
ages out to $92 a quarter. 
This sounds like a lot, but 
you're really only paying an extra 
$9.20 per week per quarter. 
That's less than an extra two 
hours .of work a week if you're 
making the state minimum wage of 
$8 an hour. 
Tuition has been gradually in-
creasing over the years. In the 2000 
academic year, full-time CSU tu-
ition for the entire year was only 
$1,428. 
However, the state minimum 
wage in 2000 was $5.75. 
The cost of tuition has doubled 
in the past eight years, but mini-
mum wage has also increased by 71 
percent. 
One of the groups to be most 
impacted by the increases will be 
low-income students who rely on 
financial aid. 
The California State University 
Board of Trustees pas agreed to put 
up one third of the revenue from the 
fee increases to help students on fi-
nancial aid and to compensate for 
the higher costs of tuition. 
An e~timated $36 rnillion.will 
be given to approximately 143,475 
qualified students. 
This means that 75 percent of 
the students on financial aid will be 
given extra aid to offset the in-
creased tuition costs, according to 
the CSU chancellor's office. 
The increases may sound 
rough, but the group most affected 
by the budget cuts are not current 
students, but incoming freshmen. 
Even the tuition increases can-
not help them. 
Approximately 10,000 incom-
ing freshmen have been denied ad-
mission in order to counteract the 
budget cuts. 
These students cannot take out 
extra loans to help compensate for 
the extra tuition costs. ' 
Instead they will find them-
selves at community college for at 
least two years and by the time they 
transfer. 
Jackie Brown, J ulie Kolendowicz, Tiana Turner and Kristi J acobs find an oasis from this crazy world at 
the San Manuel Student Union (Scott Heaton/Chronicle). 
College is a great getaway 
Robert Gramer 
Staff Writer 
F inals are just around the comer, teachers are pushing us to get things 
done, jobs are demanding more of 
us and summer movies are about to 
pop. 
I have lived four decades and 
decided to go to school at the end 
of my third. People ask me why? 
Well, to take a break from the in-
sanity of life, that's why! 
Don't get me wrong, school is 
pressure. School is also a place of 
community and a place to learn 
things outside the classroom - at 
your own pace. 
At our school, teachers are liky 
the students. We are all learning, all 
the time. 
That is why school is a good 
thing. It takes you out of the insan-
ity of life and into an interesting en-
vironment. 
It's lucky that we have a great 
student center that was built at the 
expense of the San Manuel Band of 
Mission Indians. We can relax, see 
a movie, play pool and kick back. 
Even better, when the day is 
hot and fina1s are over you can even 
go up to our Pub and grab a beer, 
something to eat and ju t breathe. 
. Every time I go out gas prices 
have gone up; more homes are for 
sale, food prices are on the rise -
nothing is hopeful. 
At school things can be hectic, 
but along with the scholastic chaos 
there is hope. 
The secret of enjoying life is 
being able to take a break from the 
insanity. School is an excellent 
choice if you need to take a break. 
The insanity of life doesn ' t 
care how old you are, where you 
come from, what your race is or 
your beliefs. It comes at you with 
vim and vigor and it seems like 
there is no escape_ 
The best thing about our 
school is the teachers. Why? Be-
cause they are just like you and I. 
Many of them acknowledge the 
craziness that life can bring. 
I personally believe the teach-
ers at CSUSB are probably some of 
the best, if not the best in the nation. 
That may sound exaggerated but go 
out into the insanity of the world 
and then have a talk with our in-
structors. 
You'll agree, they are good 
here. 
When I feel my life is out of 
control, I'm so thankful for 
CSUSB. 
It's a touch of reality, compas-
sion and knowledge, mixed with 
fun and beauty. 
It 's the absolute shining star of 
our community. 
CSUSB is the oasis in the jour-
ney through the insanity of life. 
Give yourself a break and learn, 
grow and live! 
s 
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Tuition for CSU students is going to increase next Fall and to parents it seems like hiking up ~ never-
ending stair case (Courtesy of caglecartoons.com). 
CSU tuition will have risen 
even more. 
It may be upsetting that you 
have to pay an extra $276 a year for 
school. 
H~wever, current CSU stu-
dents are still getting an incredibly 
subsidized education at a bargain 
compared to any private school, or 
UC schools. 
UCR students pay roughly 
$8,000 in tuition each year. 
Their tuition i being increased 
as well and they are probably rem-
iniscing of the days when their tu-
ition cost merely what CSU does 
now. 
Tuition is increasing and there 
isn 't much students can do about it, 
despite holding rallies and petition-
mg. 
CSU students are still getting a 
great deal on their education. 
. Extra money racked up in stu-
' dent loans from the increases (for 
an enure tour year college careeP)' 
will still not total even one quarter 
in tuition costs. 
At least you have been a~-' 
cepted and are in school. 
Imagine being denied accept-
ance as an incoming freshmen. ' 
Not because of a low GPA or· 
SAT scores, but because the state 
can not afford to give you an edu-
cation. 
Preacher problems · 
Scott Heaton 
Staff Writer 
H ere 'sanotherexample of politics at its best. Rod Parsley is 
one of the pastors that Sen. John 
McCain so desperately recruited 
when he was concerned that an-
other candidate, Arkansas Gov. 
Mike Huckabee, was getting all of 
the right-wing's religious voters. 
· Parsley is head of the World 
Harvest Church in Columbus, 
Ohio. 
McCain has called Parsley 
"one of the truly great leaders in 
America, a moral compass, a spiri-
tual guide." 
Parsley has appeared many 
times in McCain's campaign. 
'But the preacher has since 
called Islam a "conspiracy of spiri-
tual evil." 
"America was founded with 
the intention of seeing this false re-
ligion destroyed," said Parsley. "I ' 
believe that 9/ 11 was a wake-up call 
and a call to arms." 
McCain is no dummy. He has 
learned from Sen. Barrack Obama's 
mistake and is trying to extinguish 
P reachers that are getting too involved in politics need to stop 
(Courtesy of caglecartoons.com). 
I 
r 
this fire before it gets too big. 
Video clips of Parsley's ser-
mons are already showing up on 
websites in the Arab world. 
I don't know what is more dis-
tasteful, a politician seeking an en-
dorsement from a preacher or a 
preacher who would think about: 
endorsing a politician. 
When are preachers going to · 
stop entangling themselves in polit-
ical issues and start worrying about 
the salvation of their congrega-
tions? 
Do you want to be part of an 
award-winning team of writers? 
Join the 
Coyote Chronicle 
Register for Comm 243A 
Serving the CSUSB campus for 41 years Tuesday May 27, 2008 
.CSUSB awards athletes 
Justin Delos Reyes 
Staff Writer 
W hen the lights went out in the Santos Manuel Student 
Union Events Center, everybody di-
rected their attention to a large pro-
jection screen at the east end of the 
room. 
Moments later, the, sound of 
hand claps and cheers reverberated 
off the walls as photographs of stu-
dent athletes flashed onto the 
screen. After the final picture was 
shown, the lights came on and the 
cheers became thunderous. 
The slide show presented at the 
13th annual CSUSB All Sports 
Banquet on Tuesday, May 20 sig-
naled the end of another year for 
CSUSB student athletes. 
"Athletics is a key element -
central and pivotal to the life of the 
university," said CSUSB president 
and keynote speaker Dr. Albert 
Karnig. "What so many from out-
side the campus see about the cam-
pus is the athletics program." 
At the forefront of the CSUSB 
athletics program are Freyja Berg, 
Marlon Pierce and Johnnie Haas. 
. . . 
Berg, a senior water polo 
player, was honored as the 2007-
2008 Female Athlete of the Year. 
Front row (Left to Right): Freyja Berg, PrisciUa Curiel, Sabrina Marquez, Brent Planck, Marlon Pierce; Back row (Left to Right): Joseph 
Tillman, Michael Earl, Johnnie Haas, AD Kevin Hatcher, President AI Karnig, Meghan Haas. (Courtesy of Robert Whitehead). 
She led the NCAA in scoring 
t~is season with 110 goals and be-
came the school's all-time leading 
scorer with 356 career goals. 
Pierce, the co-Male Athlete of 
the Year, led the basketball team to 
its seventh CCAA regular season 
championship in nine years. H~av~ 
eraged 1 2.~ points, 3.5 rebounds , 
and 3.3 assists per game. 
He was also one of two players 
to represent the CCAA in the 3rd 
Annual NABC/NCAA Division II 
All-Star Game. 
"So many people had a great 
year. I was shocked when 1 got the 
award," said Pierce. 
Pierce shared the award with 
Haas who batted a team-leading 
.373 in 50 games. He also led the 
team in hits (75) and runs scored 
(47). Haas earned all-CCAA first 
team and all-West Region second 
team honors this season as well. 
CSUSB newcomers Michael 
Earl (basketball) and Priscilla 
Curiel (softball) received the 
awards for Top Male and Female 
First-Year Student Athletes. 
"It's a big honor to receive this 
award," said Curiel. "I had no idea 
that 1 was going to win it." 
. . 
Other award recipients include 
Sabrina Marquez (water polo), 
Brent Planck (baseball), Joseph 
Tillman (bas-
The banquet was emceed by 
Student Athlete Advisory Commit-
tee president Tony Vigil. 
How-
ketball) and 
Meghan Haas 
(voJ leyball). 
Marquez 
and Planck 
"The person who re-
places her will have 
some big shoes to fill." 
ever, much 
of the 
evening be-
longed to 
players who 
spoke on be-won the 
.award for 
Male and Female Scholar Athletes 
of the Year while Tillman and Haas 
received the CCAA Hal 
Charnofksy Outstanding Scholar 
Athlete Awwfls. 
half of their 
teams during the "Coyote Athletics 
in Review" segment of the pro-
gram. One of the well-received 
speeches of the evening was deliv-
ered by assistant athletic director 
and student athlete adviser, Cita 
Jones. Jones has worked at CSUSB 
for several years but will be leaving 
the department to pursue other en-
deavors. 
"Cita loved the kids," said as-
sistant athletic director Mike Mur-
phy. "The person who replaces her 
will have some big shoes to fill. 
We're going to miss her very 
much." 
"The event was put together 
well," said Pierce: "It was bigger 
• than last year so it shows how much 
support there is for us and 1he de-
partment." 
Pruett- LeDuc cOntinues her pursuit 
Courtesy of 
Leah Pruett-LeDuc 
anica Patrick may 
have won an IRL 
race recently, but 
women in motor sports is nothing 
new. I am only 19 years old and 
have been drag racing for 12 years. 
I am a semi-professional race 
car driver, continuing on my path to 
a professional drag racing career by 
competing in the Nitro Nostalgia 
Funny Car class. 
Nostalgia funny cars have 
3,500 horsepower engines, all 
under body styles that replicate cars 
of the 60s and 70s. I race a 1969 
Mustang Mach 1 body style on my 
funny car that exceeds speeds of 
Pruett-LeDuc has been drag racing for 12 years and is on the path 
of becoming a professional (Courtesy of Leah Pruett- LeDuc). 
• I 
240 mph in the quarter mile. 
I am frequently asked if I am 
afraid to drive that fast. The truth is, 
yes. There is a certain amount of 
fear associated with driving that 
fast. The danger level is so high that 
serious injury, or death can occur if 
l come into contact with the guard 
wall or if a fire were to break out 
and I was trapped inside the car. 
In order to be a successful 
driver, I must tum that fear into 
confidence. As soon as my car fires 
up, the flames start shooting out of 
my eight cylinders and the body 
gets lowered down on top of the 
chassis -with me in it. That's when 
my fear 'turns to confidence. 
I pull the car forward into the 
bleach pit and slam the throttle 
down to steal plate to do a large 
330-foot smoky burnout. The 
crowd loves it. I back ·my car to the 
starting line through the thick nitro-
smelling, burning-rubber-haze I 
have just created. 
At the starting line I square 
with the track and strategically 
drive my car over the spot with the 
most traction. After my crew chief 
removes my throttle stop, I pull for-
ward to the staging beams and wait 
for my opponent to do the same. 
Once we have both staged our 
cars, I release my clutch, turn on a 
fuel lever that flows 20 gallons of 
nitro into my motor and wait to see 
the amber lights flash, signaling me 
to start the rae~. Every muscle in 
my body is tense and waits to react 
to those lights. 
The amber lights flash. I re-
lease my hand brake and mash my 
throttle to the floor. My rear tires 
gain so much traction that it raises 
my frcint wheels off the ground and 
I pop a wheelie. I am supposed to 
see racetrack, but all I see now is 
blue sky. 
I lift off of the throttle, let the 
wheels come down to earth and 
slowly roll the throttle back to re-
gain traction. I continue my way 
down the track, keeping the car · 
centered in the groove as I speed 
my way to 200 mph. 
Although I am looking straight 
ahead, focused on bear-wrestling 
the steering wheel to keep the car 
straight, I am also conscious of 
whether my opponent is ahead or 
behind me. I reach the half-track 
point of 660 feet and press a button 
on my steering wheel to shift the 
car into second gear. I hold on tight 
as my car accelerates to the 1,000-
I am frequently askec;l 
if I am afraid to drive 
that fast. 
foot mark and bit another button on 
my steering wheel that restrains 
some nitro from entering my motor. 
At the 1 ,300-foot mark, I lift 
my right arm and push two levers 
that release both of my parachutes. 
I retract my foot from the throttle at 
1,320 feet and proceed to slow 
down by pulling on my hand brake, 
creating a pressure equal to three-
times the force gravity on my body. 
All of these functions are to be 
executed within five seconds while 
accelerating to 240 mph. I wear a. 
three-layer fire proof driving suit 
with fire proof long underwear; 
gloves, socks, shoes, boots and 
bead sock. I also wear a compli-
cated neck restraint device named 
the Hybrid X, along with a helmet 
that is connected by a hose to a tank 
of fresh air so I am not over-
whelmed by the intense nitro fumes 
or burnout smoke. 
So far I have competed twice 
this year and have had a semi-final 
finish both times, which is out-
standing for a new team and new 
car. Competing at tht>Nitro Nostal-
gia level has great rewards and 
some downfalls. I am an aspiring 
professional race car driver and 
wish to race an NHRA funny car 
that goes 330 mph. 
Racing the Nostalgia Funny 
car is just one level below that and 
teaches me the driving skills needed 
to move up. It also improves my 
chances of being noticed by a pro-
fessional team owner. A downfall 
of being a race car driver is that it 
is addictive, like a drug. The adren-
aline that I feel on the starting line 
as I'm racing is like no other I have 
ever felt. Being a driver is a re-
spectable position that fans look up 
to. People respect that I am not an 
ordinary blond-haired 19 year old 
girl that spends her weekends at the 
beach. 
I could never quit racing. If I 
do go a period without racing, I get 
withdrawals and always find some 
kind of racing action to be involved 
in to satisfy my craving. I am (ortu-
nate enough to have my husband, 
Todd LeDuc,· share many of the 
same . experiences with me, even 
though we drive completely differ-
ent vehicles. 
Todd professionally races off-
road trucks and we are able to relate 
and understand each. We are both 
drivers who work with sponsors 
and work everyday toward a com-
mon goal. · 
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College 
sports get 
diverse 
FeS~ea McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 
C SUSB 's commitment to diversity was ac-knowledged recently. 
Thanks to the Laboratory for 
Diversity in Sport, CSUSB was 
.. 
awarded for its etforts to promote 
diversity within the Coyotes ath-
letic program. 
The need for diversity in ath-
letics and higher education is a 
prominent goal that the CSUSB 
athletics department focuses on. 
CSUSB bas · an open enrollment 
policy to all persons who meet the 
Cal-State enrollment requirements. 
Beginning in the 2008-2009 
academic school year, CSUSB will 
be eligible to recruit studen~-atb­
letes from out of state. 
This is a first time venture for 
CSUSB athletics, recently· ap-
proved by the NCAA. 
Michael Murphy, Assistant 
Athletic Director at CSUSB said, 
"We encourage all students of all 
races aqd ethnic backgrounds, and 
genders, to apply for our sports 
teams." 
Although CSUSB bas a di-
ve}se campus. there are no quotas 
for minority athlete enrollments. 
All athletes need to meet the 
CSUSB requirements to be eligible 
'for consideration. CSUSB has a 
GPA requirement of2.0 or above. 
Thirty-nine percent of student 
athletes in the 11 NCAA teams par-
ticipating at CSUSB are minorities. 
"We will keep moving in the 
direction we are headed," Murphy 
said. "I think we try to recruit the 
best student athletes in terms of 
their academic and physical abili-
ties, regardless of race or gender. It 
will take us down the right path." 
The athletic department's 
strategies to promote diversity 
begin close to home. The coaches 
try to recruit student athletes within 
the local community and Southern 
California. 
The Coyote's student body and 
student-athlete population have a 
diverse economic and ethnic range. 
"The benefits of it are that the 
. student-athletes, the coaches, ~d 
the staff (like the rest of our institu-
tion) mix socially, academically 
and competitively with people from 
all walks of life," said Murphy. 
The criteria to determine eligi-
bility for the diversity award were 
based on responses from surveys 
administered to the top six admin-
istrators at Division I and II 
schools. 
Schools that received over two 
responses were eligible for the 
award. 
The athletic department strives 
for success. 
They look forward to growing 
and expanding in their accomplish-
ments and recognitions. 
Murphy acknowledges the 
success of the Coyote's athletics in 
association with Kevirl Hatcher's 
debut as Athletic Director at 
CSUSB. 
"During Kevin's first year 
here, we have done amazingly well. 
It has been a very good year, and it 
will only get better," Murphy said. 
Five of CSUSB athletic teams 
qualified for NCAA post-season 
conference tournaments. Two other 
teams automatically advanced. 
Seven out of 11 teams were able to 
compete in post conference tourna-
ments. CSUSB bad two conference 
championships this year. 
The Coyotes athletics were 
one of eight NCAA Division II 
schools recognized and awarded for 
thei.r part in promoting diversity on 
campus. 
